Biblical Worldview – Summary – September 26, 2004

1. Each of us has a worldview.  Our worldview influences:

a. our ___________, ________, and _____________ lives

b. how we ____________ ourselves

c. how we __________ to others

d. how we _________ to adversity

e. what we understand to be our ____________.

2. Our worldview helps determine our ________, _________, and our capacity for ____________.  It helps us understand where we come ______ (__________), who we ______ (___________), why we ________ on this planet (__________), what ________ us (_____________), and where we are ________ (__________).

3. Our worldview is ____________ and _____________.  Is. 1:18; Rom. 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:15.

4. Christianity works better in the real world because it is based on _________.  We find ourselves challenged by non-Christian worldviews that claim that Biblical Christianity is ______________, ________________, and ________.

5. Christianity’s message is that _______ _______ is the key to reality – not _____ ______, ______ _______, or ___________ ____________.  Christianity views Jesus Christ as the ______, the ________, and the _______. John 14:6.  All other worldviews _________ Jesus Christ.

6. If all truth is God’s truth, then it is important to discover what that truth is in all areas [disciplines] of our _______ and _________.

7. How can we characterize the four models of western religious thought [Secular Humanism, Marxism/Leninism, Cosmic Humanism (New Age), Biblical Christianity]?  What are the major differences in the assumptions made by each of these worldviews that result in differences in these worldviews?  Which worldview best matches reality?  Why?

8. The Christian biblical worldview can be summarized as follows:

a. Theology – the evidence for the existence of a personal and holy ______, a designed ___________, and an earth prepared for ______ _____ far outweighs any argument of atheism or pantheism.

b. Philosophy – the notion that _______ (logos) precedes matter is far superior to the atheistic stance of matter preceding _______.

c. Biology – the concept of a living God creating ______ fits the evidence better than any hint of spontaneous generation and evolution.

d. Ethics – the concept that right and wrong are ____________ based on the nature and character of a personal, loving, just God is far superior both theoretically and practically to any concept of moral relativism.

e. Law – the notion that God always (absolutely) hates the perversion of ________ is far superior to any theory of legal relativism or positive law.

f. Psychology – understanding man as an inherently _________ being in need of a _______ far outweighs expecting man to be inherently perfectible and guilt-free.

g. Sociology – the biblical family of _______, _______, and ______ far transcends any experiments in homosexuality, trial marriages, etc.

h. Politics – the Christian belief that _______ ________ are a gift from God protected by government is more logically persuasive, morally appealing, and politically sound than any atheistic theory that maintains that ________ _______ are a largess of the state.

i. Economics – the concept of _______________ of private property and using resources ____________ to glorify God is more noble than the notion of a society in which common ownership destroys individual responsibility and work incentives.

j. History – the veracity of the ________ and its promise of a _______ _________ ushered in by Jesus Christ is far more credible than any vague, utopian, global schemes dreamed up by sinful, mortal men.

9. In every discipline, the Christian worldview __________ the competition, is more ___________, better explains _____ and the ____________, is true to the _______, is more ___________, is more intellectually ___________ and ____________, and is in keeping with and ___________ to the one person who has had the greatest influence in ________ and on _______ - Jesus Christ.
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