The Sufficiency of Scripture – June 20, 2004

1. We believe that the Bible is true and reliable in every _____ and ________. Matt. 5:18. Therefore it must be the standard by which we must test all other _______ claims.

2. But is the Bible, in and of itself, sufficient to provide us with a complete worldview?  Why do some (even Christians) consider that it is not?  _______________, __________________, ______________________, _______________________, ___________________________.

3. The Bible is an adequate guide for _____ and ___________.  Some Christians do not see it this way.  Give some examples of how this attitude manifests itself.  ___________________, ________________, __________________, ______________________________________, ____________, _______________________, _____________________________________.

4. Does Scripture claim to be sufficient?

a. 2 Pet. 1:3, all things that pertain to _____ and _________

b. 2 Cor. 9:8, God is able to make ____ ________ abound

c. John 17:17, ____________, _____ ________

d. 2. Tim. 3:14-17, equipped for _______ ______ ______
Scripture is profitable for __________, __________, _________, __________.

5. How do various belief systems get people on the wrong track?  Bible plus ___________.  Give some examples.  ________ ___________, ________________, _____________, _________ __________, ____________ ______________, ___________ ____________.  What do the following verses say about this?

a. Rom. 1:16, ______________________

b. Luke 16:27-31, ______________________

6. What do these verses have to say about the sufficiency of Scripture?

a. Heb. 4:12, no ___________ __________ that is superior

b. James 1:25, perfect law of ___________

c. 1 Pet. 2:2, spiritual _________ and ___________

d. 2 Pet. 1:3, resources (______ of _____) needed for __________ __________

e. Deut. 6:4-9, ____________________________________________________

7. Psalm 19 provides us a concise treatment of the sufficiency of Scripture as our one ______ and ____________ guide in life.  The six titles for the Word of God in Ps. 19:7-9 each give a characteristic and benefit of the Word of God.

	Verse
	Title
	Characteristic
	Benefit
	Other Verses

	7
	Law
	Perfect
	Revives the soul
	Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:15-17

	
	
	
	
	2 Pet. 1:19-21

	8
	
	
	
	Ps. 119:14,111

	
	
	
	
	Prov. 6:23; Ps. 119:105

	9
	
	
	
	Ps. 119:38; 1 Pet. 1:23

	
	
	
	
	Ps. 119:89,160


8. How does the second half of Psalm 19 affirm the supreme value of Scripture?  _____________________, __________________________, _____________________, _____________________, __________________________.

9. What warnings are we given about adding/subtracting from Scriptures?  Deut. 4:2; 
Rev. 22:18-19.  How should we interpret those warnings?

10. What are some of the dangers of loss of commitment to the sufficiency of Scripture?

a. ____-_____________ worldview embraced

b. mind of Christ left for _______ ______, Acts 17:11.

11. According to Roman Catholicism, _______ _____________ and the Bible together provide the foundation for spiritual truth.  Protestantism holds fast to the call “_________ Alone.”  Which is true and why?

12. The NT authors and Jesus appeal to the ___________ as the final authority. For example:

a. Matt. 4:4, Jesus is tempted by the Devil. Jesus appeals to ___________, not to __________, and not to His own ________ ________.

b. The NT authors appeal to the _______________ as their authority.  Matt. 21:42; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Acts 17:11.

13. Some doctrines are not clearly stated in the Bible and yet we believe they are true.  Give some examples of this:

a. __________

b. Jesus has two natures (______ and ______)

c. ______ _________ is the third Person of the Godhead

Yet these truths are derived from biblical references.  What about “Sola Scriptura”?

14. Is there any basis for Sacred Tradition?  2 Tim. 3:16.  What if we were to use tradition as the determiner of truth?

15. Does sacred tradition ever contradict the Bible?  Give some examples.   ___________, __________, ______________, _____________________.

16. What are some principles that we can use to rightly interpret the Bible?

a. interpret the words of Scripture according to the ________, ______, ________ sense of each word.

b. draw the meaning (as determined by the author) out of the text (___________)

c. interpret Bible verses in context (word -> verse -> __________ -> ______ -> _____________. Heb. 7:7; Matt. 19:30. [___________ interprets ___________]

d. ______________ considerations are important

e. recognize that the Bible contains a variety of literary genres (__________, __________, _______, _____ _________, ____________ ___________)

f. interpret the OT in light of the ______.
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