Biblical Worldview - Philosophy – July 18, 2004

1. Philosophy literally means the _____ of __________.  It is the attempt to discover an explanation for the whole of _______________ or _____________.

2. Who does the Bible say is the source of all wisdom? John 1:1-4; Col. 2:2-3; Prov. 1:1-7.

3. The Christian’s quest for knowledge/wisdom is to base and test everything against the knowledge of ______ and to resist knowledge based on the _____________ of ______, after the basic principles of this ________.  2 Cor. 10:5; Col. 2:8.

4. We are advised to use ________ in studying the truth.  Is. 1:18; 1 Pet. 3:15.

5. C.E.M. Joad, who lived most of his life believing that the concept of ______ was unacceptable, finally concluded, “It is because …. the religious view of the universe seems to me to cover more of the facts of ____________ than any other that I have been gradually led to embrace it.”

6. _____ percent of all people believe in a God.  Paul reached the Greeks in Athens on Mars Hill relating the true God to the ___________ God.  Acts 17:23.  He made these points:

a. God is the ___________, Acts 17:24; Gen. 1:1

b. Christ and the _______________, Acts 17:18, 32

c. Christ will ________ the world, Acts 17:31.

7. All knowing requires _________.  Scientists are strongly motivated by faith in the ______________ of nature.  All methods of knowing ultimately rely on certain ______________.  How do different philosophies come up with different truths/answers?  _____________ _____________, trust/faith in findings of ___________, personal ___________, ___________.  [__________ ____________ for the Christian as well.]

8. The truths in the Bible can be tested by ____________ _______, ____________.  Are the New Testament records reliable?

a. NT documents fulfill the historian’s requirements of _____________ reliability

b. NT documents are in more ____________ than secular documents

c. NT _________, ___________, ___________ confirmed by archaeology

d. _____________ of Jesus Christ is well documented and witnessed.

9. The Christian philosopher uses _________ and __________ to arrive at a comprehensive, true worldview.  Heb. 11:6.  Is Christianity based on true assumptions?  _________ revelation and _________ revelation.

10. Christian “metaphysics” [philosophy/reality] can be explained in a nutshell by
 John 1:1-4.

a. ______ before matter

b. ______ before man

c. ______ and ________ before creation

d. life from _______

e. enlightenment from the ________.

11. Experiential ____________ is important to the Christian.  John 10:37-38.

12. Can the scientific method be applied to the question of origins?  Why or why not?

13. Can true science and Christianity be reconciled?   ________ and _________ in creation makes science possible.  This applies to all _________, _______ to the ___________.

14. Design requires a ___________.  Give some examples.  The Anthropic Principle asserts that the parameters of the earth are specifically tailored to support ________ ______.

15. Four specific scientific discoveries support the conclusion that God exists:

a. ________ _____ of Thermodynamics

b. impossibility of spontaneous generation of life from ___ - _______

c. ________ _____________ theory (DNA)

d. the _____________ Principle.

16. Highlights of Secular Humanist Philosophy - _______________:

a. all that exists is ___________

b. the only sure way of knowing anything is by the ____________ _________

c. if something can’t be observed, tested or experimented on, it doesn’t _______, e.g. ______, _______, ________ ______, ________ _______

d. the physical universe came into existence by _____________

e. the mind is simply a manifestation of the ________.

17. Highlights of Marxist/Leninist Philosophy - _____________ _________________:

a. thought and consciousness are products of the ________ ______

b. _________ is ultimate reality

c. knowledge only applies to the ____________ world

d. life is a constantly evolving process resulting from the clash of __________ _______ [known as a dialectical process]

e. the world is to be understood as a complex of _____________ processes

f. dialectics (__________ ________) is a means of understanding the processes of life.

18. Highlights of Cosmic Humanist (New Age) Philosophy - ____ - _____________:

a. there is nothing natural, everything is ________________

b. focus on the ___________ nature of all things

c. ____________ dimension of everything is the ultimate reality

d. the whole universe is regarded as an actual ________ ____________

e. all knowledge exists in the _____-________ within each individual

f. cosmic humanism is monism; all reality is ______

g. matter is only a manifestation of ________.

19. Highlights of Christian Philosophy - ______________________:

a. _____ is the ultimate reality, and because He is, we are

b. the Christian philosophy embraces the _______________, ______________ life

c. Christians shape their beliefs according to a __________, _______________, ____________ worldview

d. matter exists, but it is not the ___________ substance.
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