Is The Christian Faith Rational?





Is Christianity Rational?





What is faith?


Heb. 11:1-3, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  …  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”


2 Tim. 1:12, “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”


What do we believe?


Why do we believe what we believe?


Is. 1:18, “Let us reason together”


What are the truths that support our belief?


What truths do we live by?


Is Christianity rational and can it withstand scrutiny?


The Christian faith is an intelligent faith;


It never consists of a mindless act which is unrelated to reality


Is it real?  Does my “truth” match reality?


We are encouraged to use our minds when investigating Christianity


Matt. 22:37, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”


We should not leave our brains at the door


In many ways we live by faith.


We have faith in the doctor, grocery store, the person who asks us for a date


Faith in the food we eat in a restaurant


Faith in the scientific method


Relationships are built on some degree of faith in the other person


Ride in a wheelbarrow across a tight rope over Niagara Falls


Our faith is only as valid as the object in which it is placed.


Whatever the object of our faith, we should check its reliability, investigate and learn the truth


1 Cor. 10:15, “I speak as to sensible men; judge for yourselves what I say.”


1 Th. 5:21, “Test all things; hold fast what is good.”


1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”


Examining the rationality of the Christian Faith


What is our prior thinking about Christianity?


What do we know about Christianity – ignorant of the facts?  Misunderstanding?


What is our view of Christianity based on examples of “practicing Christians?”


What is our cultural background?


Religious pluralism and postmodern thinking lead people to think:


All religions are equally valid


Contradictions between religious systems are fully acceptable


Absolute truth does not exist


Can Christianity be tested objectively?


“Religious assertions incapable of being tested objectively are meaningless”


Anthony Flew, British scientist who came to believe in theism at age 84


Christianity has the empirical evidence of the incarnation and resurrection of Jesus Christ, John 20:14-15


Acts 17:11, “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”  Bereans.


The Christian faith is open to verification/testing


The non-Christian is encouraged to use his mind to check out the claims of Christ


There are many non-believers who have tried to disprove the Christian faith and have ended up becoming Christians:


Josh McDowell wrote the book “Evidence That Demands a Verdict” + others


Frank Morrison (a lawyer) wrote the book “Who Rolled Away The Stone?”


Lee Strobel (a journalist) wrote the book “The Case for Christ” + others


A Rational Body of Truth


The Bible stresses the importance of revealed rational processes


Jesus stressed this to His disciples – Matt. 22:37, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  It involves the whole person – mind, emotion, will.


The Apostle Paul described himself as “defending and confirming the gospel” in   Phil. 1:7, i.e. giving an apologetic for his faith.


This implies a clearly understandable message that can be rationally understood and supported.


Enlightenment brings satisfying comprehension when based on a rational body of truth.


1 Pet. 3:15, “Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you.”


The Christian faith is always equated with truth.


Truth is the opposite of error.  2 Th. 2:11-12.


The key question is “does absolute truth exist?”


Creation Makes it Plain


Creation gives all people enough knowledge to know there is a God.


Rom. 1:19, “because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.”


Rom. 1:20, “For since the creation of the world His invisible qualities are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.”


We see God’s eternal power and divine nature in His creation.


God had complete knowledge of all of the mysteries of biology, physiology, zoology, chemistry, psychology, geology, physics, etc.


Seeing the Big Picture


We “explore” to see how we fit into the “big picture” from God’s perspective.


Where did we come from?


Why are we here?


What happens when we die?


Stephen Hawking in “A Brief History of Time” states “now if we only knew the why, we would have the mind of God.”


God gives us answers in His Book.


Moral Smoke Screens


In some cases, the true issue is not that people cannot believe – it is that they will not believe


It is a moral issue, not an intellectual issue


If morality is “feeling derived,” who makes the rules?


If Christianity is only “feeling derived,” it leads to absurdity.


The Pharisees were unwilling to believe – John 5:40, “You refuse to come to me, to have life.”


Moral commitment brings understanding to the mind – John 7:17, “If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.


Both educated and uneducated people don’t want to believe it.


Belief is ultimately a matter of the will.


A student may have received all of the answers to his questions, but will not become a Christian because “it would mess up the way I’m living.”


John Stott – “We cannot pander to a man’s intellectual arrogance, but we must cater to his intellectual integrity.”


Doubt Strikes Terror


In our early years we accept the facts of Christianity solely on the basis of confidence and trust in parents, friends and pastors.


Later we re-examine how much of this teaching we own ourselves.


I know the Gospel is true because


1. The objective, external, historical facts of the Resurrection.


2. The subjective, internal, personal experience of Jesus Christ that I have known in my own life.


Doubt and questioning are normal.


Christianity centers on the One who is Truth, and scrutiny is no threat.


Don’t Hit the Panic Button


We don’t need an immediate answer; research can provide the answer.


The Lord has not fully revealed His mind to us on every conceivable question.


Deut. 29:29, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever.”


God gives us enough information to have a solid foundation under our faith.


Christianity is based on reasonable faith.


Acts 1:3, “To whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”


Skeptics ask the same questions again and again.


Genuine seeking will be rewarded.


You can believe it, for Christianity is rational.


John 10:10, “I have come that you may have life, and have it to the full.”





Is There a God?





The question challenging every thinking person


More consequences for thought and action follow the affirmation or denial of God than from answering any other basic question.


Is God a force to be defied or a Lord to be obeyed?


God in a Test Tube?


We can’t prove God by the scientific method.


We can’t prove that Napoleon lived by the scientific method.


No one can rerun history.


Just because events can’t be proved by repetition does not mean they did not occur.


“Eternity in Our Hearts”


There has been a universal belief in God among the farthest and most remote primitive people of the world.


The original concept was of one God, who is the Creator.


The oldest traditions everywhere acknowledged one supreme God (monotheism).


Eccl. 3:11 refers to God as having “set eternity in the hearts of men.”


Pascal – “the God-shaped vacuum” in every person.


Augustine – “Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.”


The Law of Cause and Effect


No effect can be produced without a cause.


e.g. painting, note on door, human beings, universe


We come eventually to an uncaused cause, who is God.


Bertrand Russell asked the question – “Well, who created God?”


Without an answer “My entire faith collapsed.”


God (Creator and Beginner) is eternal by definition


Uncreated, self-existent


Being eternal, God is not an effect; He is uncaused.


Infinite Time Plus Chance?


Computer cannot come into being without an intelligent designer.


A monkey in a print shop cannot set Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address.”


Could the universe in its incredible complexity have happened by chance?


Einstein recognized God as the designer of the human body, but never came to a belief in a personal God as far as we know.


Universe/human race – by chance or by purpose and design?


A blind person solving a Rubik’s Cube making one move per second would take 1.35 trillion years – impossible!


Forming a chain of 200 amino acids in a protein, the building block of life, would be impossible!


The probability of a tornado blowing through a junkyard forming a 747 is impossible!


Life cannot have arisen by chance.


Order and Design in the Universe


TV – “Natural selection” or self-assembly?


The universe appears to be intentionally designed


Living structures are made of subnuclear particles – raises questions:


How did these particles arise?


Why does an electron have exactly the electrical charge and mass that it does?


Why does light travel at precisely the speed that it does?


Who or what dialed the value of the gravitational “constant?”


Without water, and its specific properties, life would not be possible.


Paley, the English theologian, pointed to the eye as evidence of an all-wise Creator.


Darwin, in The Origin of Species, “To suppose that the eye, with so many parts all working together could have formed by natural selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree.”


The Universe Had a Beginning


Ps. 102:25, “In the beginning You [Lord] laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.”


Secular scientists avoid the idea that the universe had a beginning – implies a Creator


Alternative theories proposed:


Continuous creation/steady-state model proposed by Hoyle et. al. in 1948


Oscillating model – expanding and contracting, repeating indefinitely


Big Bang theory, seemingly agreeing with the Biblical explanation?


Ps. 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.”


Rom. 1:19-20, “God has made it plain. … For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – His eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”


The Moral Argument


Right and wrong as a clue to the meaning of the universe


An appeal to some law or rule of fair play or morality


Built-in consensus about what is moral decency


A moral law implies that there is a moral law giver


There is somebody behind the universe


God – A Celestial Killjoy?


We cannot know what God is like from nature


Job 11:7, “Can you fathom the mysteries of God?”


Einstein thought of God as an impersonal force or mind


To the deist, God created the world and yet never intrudes on it


To the theist, God is the Creator and Ruler, and is personally involved in His creation while revealing himself


To the agnostic, the finite cannot penetrate the infinite – the bird cannot fly out into space


God, the infinite, can penetrate the finite (communicating to man what He is really like)


God Has Penetrated the Finite


Heb. 1:1-2, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets as many times and in various ways, but in these days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.”


God’s fullest revelation has been His invasion into human history in the person of Jesus Christ


The best and clearest answer to how we know there is a God is that He has visited us


God is confirmed by the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ


John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”


John 1:18, “No one has seen God at any time.  The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”


Jesus came to earth to reveal who God is and what He is all about


Changed Lives


Evidence for the reality of God’s existence


His clear presence in the lives of men and women today


E.g. The story in “Through The Valley of the Kwai”, prisoners reduced to almost animals


Started to read the NT


Gordon, a skeptic leads the reading


Many were unbelievers


Prisoners transformed into a community of love


Demonstrates the reality of God in Jesus Christ


Convincing evidence from Creation, History, contemporary life – there is a God and that this God can be known in one’s personal experience


	Rational Faith
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