Jesus’ Credibility – Is He God?


Introduction


We cannot know whether God exists or what He is like – unless He takes the initiative and He reveals Himself


Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem 2000 years ago


King Herod feared the birth of one who was prophesied to be “King of the Jews”


Result was the slaughter of the innocents, Matt. 2:1-18


He confounded scholars and rabbis in the Jerusalem synagogue, Luke 2:49, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”


Matt. 7:29, “He taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”


His coming changed the calendar and the course of history


Jesus Claimed to be The Son of God


Jesus Christ is the only religious figure who ever claimed to be God in human flesh


Buddha, Moses, Mohammed, Zoroaster, Confucius – no other ever made this claim


Matt. 16:15, “Who do you say I am?”


Matt. 16:16, Peter answered and said “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”


John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”


Jesus claimed and demonstrated attributes that only God has.  Mark 2:5, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  Mark 2:7, “Why does this fellow talk like that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”


Mark 2:5-11, Jesus proved His deity by demonstrating His divine power.


His authority, miracles, teaching, sinlessness and character were traits true only of God.


John 5:18, “The Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was He breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, making himself equal with God.”


John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.”


John 10:33, “We are not stoning your for any of these, but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”


At His trial, Mark 14:61-64, the high priest asked Him directly: “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”  Jesus calmly answered “I am.”


Jesus was executed for his alleged blasphemy


John 8:23-24; 58, “And He said to them, ‘You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.  Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.  …  Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.’”


“I AM” was the name of the Self-existing God who had revealed Himself to Moses at the burning bush


This was an assertion of absolute, timeless existence


Ex. 3:14, “And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’  And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.’”


Jesus was claiming to be “I AM.”  To the Jews this was blasphemy


The Jews took stones to throw at Him


Jesus taught that He deserved the same honor that the Father deserved


John 5:22-23, “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”


Jesus taught that He also deserved to be worshiped


The OT Law forbid the worship of any being other than God, Ex. 20:1-6


Jesus accepted worship on numerous occasions


Matt. 2:11; 14:33; 28:9; 20:28-29


John 9:38; 20:28-29


John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”


In summary:


To know Him was to know God, John 8:19; 14:7


To see Him was to see God, John 12:45; 14:9


To believe in Him was to believe in God, John 12:44; 14:1


To receive Him was to receive God, Mark 9:37


To hate Him was to hate God, John 15:23


To honor Him was to honor God, John 15:23


Evidence for the truth of Jesus’ claims:


Jesus claimed that He was THE Truth, John 14:6


Jesus performed many miracles


He fulfilled prophecies (300+)


He lived a sinless life on earth


He rose from the dead, as he said He would, Matt. 12:40; John 2:19,21


The Apostles Taught The Deity of Christ


The leaders of the first generation church taught that Jesus is God


Matt. 1:23, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with us.’”  A direct reference to Is. 7:14


John 1:1-2, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.”


John 20:28, “And Thomas answered and said to Him, ’My Lord and my God.’”


Rom. 10:9-10, “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”


Phil. 2:5-11, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”


Col. 2:9, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”


1 Tim. 3:16, “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory.”


Titus 2:13, “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”


2 Pet. 1:1, “Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”


This is further confirmation that Jesus claimed to be God


The Apostles were in fact willing to die for their testimony


Four Possibilities


He was either a liar, lunatic, a legend, or the Truth


Only one of these can be true


Did Jesus lie when He claimed to be God?


Did Jesus lie when He claimed to be God while knowing He was not God?


Did Jesus deliberately deceive His listeners?


Few hold this position seriously


Even those who deny His deity affirm Jesus as “a great moral teacher”


His teachings motivated the abolition of slavery, the modern hospital system, charitable programs for the needy, etc.


Christ had (and is having) a positive impact on mankind like no other person


He cannot be a great moral teacher, and deliberately lie about His identity


A liar would not die (be crucified) for a lie


God would not raise a blaspheming liar from the dead


The Deity of Christ was taught before the end of the first century


The Apostle John would have opposed this teaching, if he thought it was heresy


Ten of the original Apostles died a horrible death believing His claims


People don’t die for a lie!


Was Jesus a lunatic?


There is no evidence to support this view


Evidence points to His sanity and rationality


We see no evidence of the psychological abnormality and imbalance common in a deranged person


Note His composure at His trial before Pilate


Some have claimed to be God, but then teach that we are all God


Some have claimed to be God this past century (Charles Manson, David Koresh), but they were obviously unstable


Jesus backed up His claims by the life He lived


Most admit that Christ was a great teacher, even if they reject His deity


Christ’s teaching were not those of a mad man


Even the religious rulers of the day did not deny His miracles


Was Jesus a legend?


Jesus’ claim to be divine and the description of His supernatural power were the invention of His enthusiastic followers, and thus are a legend


His miracles were added to the accounts about Jesus up to the 4th century


Archaeology has confirmed that the four Gospels were written before 70 AD


The Gospels were written within the lifetime of Christ’s contemporaries – they would have objected if they thought heresy was being taught


The teaching that Jesus is God predates the NT (see the ancient creeds)


For a legend about Christ to have gained this circulation would be simply incredible


Think of a modern analog, e.g. John Kennedy claiming to be God – reaction?


Legends take centuries to develop into religious dogma


Jesus spoke the Truth


He was God come to earth


What credentials did He bring to substantiate His claim?


John 10:38, “Even though you do not believe Me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”


Evidence – miracles, fulfilled prophecies, resurrection, sinless


Credentials – character, sinless, power over natural forces, power over disease


What Were Jesus’ Credentials?


His moral character coincided with His claims


He is unique – as unique as God


Jesus Christ was sinless


John 8:46, “Can any of you prove Me guilty of sin?”  He was met by silence.


We read of the temptations of Jesus, Matt. 4:1-11


But we never hear of a confession of sin on His part


He never asked for forgiveness


The lack of any sense of moral failure on Jesus’ part is completely contrary to the accounts of the saints and mystics in all ages


Peter, John and Paul clearly spoke of the sinlessness of Jesus


1 Pet. 2:22, “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth”


1 John 3:5, “In Him is no sin”


2 Cor. 5:21, “[Jesus] had no sin”


Pilate recognized Jesus’ innocence, “I find no basis for a charge against Him”  John 18:38


Roman centurion who witnessed the death of Christ, “Surely He was the Son of God!”  Matt. 27:54


Christ demonstrated power over natural forces (Miracles)


This could only belong to God, the Author of these forces


He stilled a raging storm of wind and waves on the Sea of Galilee


Mark 4:41, “Who is this?  Even the wind and the waves obey Him.”


He turned water into wine


He fed 5000 people from five loaves and two fish


He raised the dead to life, “Lazarus, come forth!”


Jesus’ enemies did not deny His miracles


John 11:48, “If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him.”


Jesus demonstrated the Creator’s power over sickness and disease (Miracles)


He made the lame to walk, the dumb to speak, the blind to see


John 9:25, “One thing I do know.  I was blind but now I see!”


John 9:32, “Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind.”


But the religious leaders didn’t recognize his healer as the Son of God


His resurrection from the dead


Five times Christ predicted He would die and that three days later He would rise from the dead and appear to His disciples, Matt. 16:21; 17:22-23; Mark 8:31; 10:32-33; Luke 9:22


If the Resurrection happened, there is no difficulty with any other miracles


We can experience Him today


Experience in itself is not conclusive


But combined with the historical reality of Jesus’ resurrection, …


All the data we have corroborate the fact that Jesus Christ is God the Son
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