Is The Bible God’s Word?





Introduction


How do we know the Bible in its totality is God speaking?


2 Tim. 3:16, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”


Heb. 1:1-2, “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds.”


Bible is comprised of 66 books written by 40 different authors over a period of 1500+ years


Yet the Bible tells one cohesive story that reveals our Creator’s love and plan for a relationship with each of us


The Bible makes many claims of supernatural origin


How can we know that the events and thoughts in the Book are divine?


Inspiration of Scripture


The Bible claims to be the inspired Word of God


The authors of the OT called this holy book the “Word of God” 394 times


The authors used various synonyms to describe the OT – law, statutes, precepts, commands, ordinances, decrees


The writers of the NT referred to the OT as the “Word of God”


2 Pet. 1:21, “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”


The ideas come from God’s will (not human thoughts) and His divine character is revealed through human words


God worked through the personality of each author and directed them to write


The Bible’s claims to supernatural origin appear throughout


In 2 Sam. 23:2, David declares “The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue.”


In Jer. 1:9, Jeremiah declares “Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me: ‘Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.’”


In the NT, Paul refers to prophetic writings as words spoken by God


Gal. 3:8, “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be blessed.’”


Scripture is identified with the “speaking of God”


Paul claimed prophetic authority


1 Cor. 14:37, “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.”


Peter refers to Paul’s letters on the same level as “the other Scriptures”


2 Pet. 3:16, “ … as also in all his [Paul’s] epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.”


Christ’s Teaching on the OT


Jesus’ credibility has been established


Jesus affirmed the Old Testament


Jesus considered the entire OT (what the Jews of His day called “the Law and the Prophets”) to be the inspired Word of God


Matt. 5:17-18, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets.  I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.”


Matt. 15:3-4, “He answered and said to them, ‘Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?  For God commanded saying, Honor your father and your mother’, and ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’”


Matt. 22:31-32, “But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?”


Mark 12:36, “For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool’”


He referred to the OT authors as prophets, i.e. proclaimers of God’s Truth


Matt. 11:13, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.”


Matt. 24:15-16, “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place ( … ) then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”


See also Matt. 12:39; 22:40; 23:31-35; 26:56; Luke 16:16-17, 31; 18:31; 24:44; John 6:45


Jesus spoke of the prophets from Abel to Zechariah, covering all of the OT


Luke 11:49-51, “Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute, that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple.  Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation.’”


Jesus spoke of Himself and of events surrounding His life as being fulfillments of Scripture


Matt. 26:56, “But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”


Is. 61:1-2, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn.”


Jesus read this from an 800 year old scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue


Luke 4:21, “And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’”


In John 10:35, Jesus said “The Scripture cannot be broken.”


Christ’s View of the NT


Christ ascended to heaven before the NT was written


But the promises He made to His apostles guaranteed that the NT would be the inspired Word of God


Matt. 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”


Mark 13:31, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”


John 14:25-26, “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”


Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”


See also John 15:26-27; John 16:13


We can draw five conclusions from this:


Jesus promised that His teachings would be preserved


The Holy Spirit would remind the apostles of all that He told them


The Holy Spirit would reveal future events to the apostles


The Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into the truth (avoiding doctrinal errors)


The Holy Spirit would empower the apostles to be Christ’s authoritative representatives to the world.


Jesus’ teachings are preserved through the apostles’ writings (the NT)


Jesus taught only the OT and the apostles teachings (NT) were the Word of God


The NT speaks of Jesus as “the Word became flesh” in John 1:14


Jesus is spoken of in both the OT and the NT - the fulfillment of the Bible’s promises


Supernatural Wisdom of the Bible


The Bible contains supernatural wisdom


Only the Bible offers an adequate explanation for both man’s greatness (made in the image of God) and man’s wretchedness (fallen in sin)


Atheism, pantheism, evolutionism, man’s systems can not explain man’s state


As Seen in Science


When men thought the earth was flat, the Bible taught it was a sphere, Is. 40:22, written in 700 BC


Is. 40:22, “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.”


When men thought the earth rested on the back of a giant turtle, the Bible taught it was suspended in space, Job 26:7, written in 2000 BC


Job 26:7, “He stretches out the north over empty space; He hangs the earth on nothing.”


Gen. 15:5, “Then He brought him outside and said, ‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.’  And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’”  Written in 1500 BC


In 150 AD, a Greek astronomer, Ptolemy, taught that there were exactly 1056 stars


Today astronomers confirm that the stars are innumerable


In 1850 AD, the first and second Laws of Thermodynamics were discovered


1st Law – no new energy is being created or destroyed


2nd Law – the amount of usable energy in the universe is running down


The Bible taught that God is resting from His Creation work


Gen. 2:1-2, “Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.  And on the seventh day God ended His work which he had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.”


The universe will someday pass away


Mark 13:31, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”


Modern science was not practiced in biblical times


The science recorded in the Bible requires a supernatural source


In 1861 the French Academy of Science published a brochure of 51 “scientific facts” which supposedly contradicted the Bible


Today all 51 so-called “facts” are have been shown to be false by modern scientists


Fulfilled Messianic Prophecies


More than 300 messianic prophecies have been fulfilled


[These have already been covered]


Predictions About Kings, Nations, and Cities


Other biblical prophecies have also come to pass


A sample of these biblical prophecies concerning kings, nations and cities that have been fulfilled


In 570 BC, Ezekiel predicted that the city of Tyre would be destroyed and would never be rebuilt, and that it would become a barren rock which fishermen would use to mend their nets


Ezek. 26:4,5,14, “And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock.  It shall be a place for spreading nets in the midst of the sea for I have spoken says the Lord God; it shall become plunder for the nations.  …  I will make you like the top of a rock; you shall be a place for spreading nets, and you shall never be rebuilt, for I the Lord have spoken, says the Lord God.”


Tyre was destroyed and rebuilt multiple times throughout history


Tyre was utterly destroyed by Muslim invaders in 1291 AD


All that is left of the ancient site of Tyre is a small fishing community that uses the barren ground to dry their nets


In 570 BC, Ezekiel predicted that the city of Sidon would suffer much violence and bloodshed throughout its history, yet remain in existence


Ezek. 28:22-23, “and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against you, O Sidon; I will be glorified in your midst; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I execute judgments in her and am hallowed in her.  For I will send pestilence upon her, and blood in her streets; the wounded shall be judged in her midst by the sword against her on every side; then they shall know that I am the Lord.”


The city of Sidon has been invaded many times throughout its history, yet it still exists today


In 625 BC, Zephaniah predicted that the city of Ashkelon would be destroyed, but that it would eventually be inhabited by the Jews


Zeph. 2:4,6, “For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon desolate; they shall drive out Ashdod at noonday, and Ekron shall be uprooted.  …  The seacoast shall be pastures, with shelters for shepherds and folds for flocks.”


Ashkelon was destroyed in 1270 AD by Sultan Bibars


Israel was reestablished in 1948


The Jews have rebuilt and re-inhabited Ashkelon


In 740-680 BC, Isaiah predicted Egypt would still be a nation in the last days


Is. 19:21-22, “Then the Lord will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that day, and will make sacrifice and offering; yes, they will make a vow to the Lord and perform it.  And the Lord will strike Egypt, He will strike and heal it; they will return to the Lord, and He will be entreated by them and heal them.”


Egypt fought in many wars during its 4000 year history


It remains in existence today


Predictions About the Jewish People, the Israelites


In 1410 BC, Moses predicted that Israel would be scattered among the nations


Deut. 28:64, “Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known – wood and stone.”


The Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD


The Jews were scattered throughout the world


Isaiah and Ezekiel prophesied that Israel would be regathered in its land in the last days


Is. 11:11-12, “It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and the islands of the sea.  He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”


Ezek. 37:21, “Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land; … .’”


Israel was reestablished in 1948 AD


The Jews continue to return to their land today


These and many other biblical prophecies have been fulfilled


Fulfilled prophecy is powerful evidence of the divine inspiration of the Bible


Jer. 28:9, “As for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one who the Lord has truly sent.”


Conclusions


The Bible claims to be the inspired Word of God


What evidence do we have that the Bible is God’s Word?


The deity of Christ has been established


Jesus performed miracles


Prophecies were fulfilled


Evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection is overwhelming


There is strong evidence for the historical reliability of the Bible


Archaeology confirms the events, places and people of the Bible


The Bible is reliable scientifically


The Bible IS the inspired Word of God


Implications:


Since God can only proclaim truth, God’s Word is inerrant in its original version


God’s Word is authoritative, and everything can be tested by its truth


We are to obey God’s inerrant and authoritative Word
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