Thinking Biblically – May 16 & 30, 2004

1. A worldview is a philosophy, ideology or religion that provides an overarching approach to understanding God, the world, and man’s relationship to both.  A complete worldview contains a perspective regarding each of the ten disciplines: theology, philosophy, ethics, biology, psychology, sociology, law, politics, economics, and interpretation of history.

2. A biblical worldview defines each of these ten disciplines by investigating what the Bible has to say about them.  A biblical worldview contains these perspectives:

a. Theology – the existence of a personal, ethical, self-revealing God

b. Philosophy – supernaturalism, as opposed to naturalism and materialism in philosophy

c. Ethics – the ethical absolutes understood from the Bible (not situational ethics)

d. Biology – special creation of life and all its supports

e. Psychology – dualism (body and mind) psychology

f. Sociology – priorities organized as home, church, state in sociology

g. Law – laws based on biblical and natural law

h. Politics – politics based on justice, freedom, and order

i. Economics – economics as stewardship of God’s gifts and property

j. History – history is God-directed and includes resurrection, judgment and the dividing of the righteous and wicked to their respective eternal existences with God or separated from Him.

3. Describe what you believe Christians should think and do regarding each of the ten disciplines given above.

4. Apply one or more of the ten disciplines to each Bible verse listed here:

a. Gen. 1:1

theology, philosophy

b. Gen. 2:9

ethics (God establishes what is right)

c. Gen. 1:21

biology

d. Gen. 2:7

psychology

e. Gen. 3:11

law, ethics

f. Gen. 9:6

law, politics

g. Gen. 1:29

economics

h. Gen. 3:15

theology, ethics

i. Ps. 24:1; 50:10-12
economics

j. Tit. 2:13

theology, philosophy (supernaturalism)

k. Luke 1:46-47
psychology, theology

l. Rom. 13:1-10
politics, law, sociology.

5. Based on surveys done by Barna Research:

a. 4 % of American adults have a biblical worldview

b. 9 % of “born-again” Christians have a biblical worldview

c. 5 % of married people v. 2 % of single people have a biblical worldview

d. 10 % of Republicans and 1 % of Democrats have a biblical worldview

e. 51 % of Protestant pastors have a biblical worldview.

6. Based on additional surveys by Barna Research, those without a biblical worldview are more likely to:

a. endorse abortion (46 % v. < 1 %)

b. say that exposure to pornography is morally acceptable (39 % v. < ½ %)

c. say that living together before marriage is morally acceptable (62 % v. 2 %)

d. believe that homosexual lifestyle is acceptable (31 % v. 2 %)

e. endorse drunkenness (36 % v. 2 %)

f. accept profanity (37 % v. 3 %)

g. say adultery is OK (44 % v. 4 %)

h. gamble by purchasing lottery tickets (8 times more likely)

7. What constitutes a biblical worldview?

a. belief in absolute moral truth as defined in Scripture

b. acceptance of the accuracy of biblical teaching

c. acceptance of the sinless nature of Jesus Christ

d. acceptance of the literal existence of Satan

e. acceptance of the omnipotence and omniscience of God (and ruling today)

f. acceptance of salvation by grace alone

g. acceptance of the personal responsibility to evangelize.

8. Postmodernism is a belief system that rejects the notion of ________ truth.  It is often expressed as “that may be true for ___ but it’s not true for ___.”  How do we see that belief system manifested today?  How can/should we address this issue?

9. A biblical worldview is important because it has a ________ effect on a person’s life.  Peoples’ _________, _______, ______ and _________ determine their behavior.  The primary reason that people do not act like Jesus is because they do not ______ like Jesus.

10. Worldviews have consequences:

a. Prov. 23:7 – “As a man ________ in his heart, so is he.”

b. Eccl. 12:13 – “The whole duty of man is to ____ God and to ____ His commandments.”

11. What do these verses have to say about a biblical/Christian worldview?

a. 1 John 5:11 – there is ____ beyond the grave.

b. 1 Pet. 1:3 – we have a ______ hope

c. Phil 3:20 – our citizenship is in ______

d. Heb. 11:3; 1 Pet. 2:11 – we are sojourners here on ______

e. Matt. 6:19-20 – we do not store our _________ on earth, but lay them up for heaven

f. Phil. 2:5 – we develop the mind of ______

g. James 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6 – we _______ put others before ourselves

h. Gal. 6:2 – we _______ bear each others’ burdens.

12. How do we develop a Biblical Worldview?

a. realize that we are a “new ________” and have been “____ _____” – 2 Cor. 5:17;
1 Pet. 1:23

b. be ________ and __________ in our _____ - Rom. 12:1-2

c. gird up the loins of our _____ - 1 Pet. 1:13

d. diligently pursue the study of the ____  and effectively apply to our lives the Bible’s ________ ______ – 2 Tim. 2:15

e. be ____ and _____ to a lost and dying world – Matt. 5:13-16

13. Taking another look at the Biblical Worldview: ____ truth is God’s truth.  Ultimate reality is found in _______, whom the Bible describes as the logos or plan of creation.  The ____________ of God is the overarching truth of biblical revelation.  God is the ________ (________) of the world, ____ (____ _____) was introduced into the world by human disobedience, and ____________ therefore becomes the way we can be restored to a right relationship with God.  God commands us to _____ ______ (______________) all his creation. John 14:6; 1 Chron. 12:32.

14. Here are some things you should know about the Marxist/Leninist Worldview.

a. well-developed __________ worldview

b. one of Christianity’s most vocal __________

c. “Christian ____” supports Marxist position

d. dominant view in some African and South American countries under the guise of ____________ __________

e. thousands of Marxist professors on _________’s campuses

f. fully developed ___________ (a branch of Secular Humanism.)

15. Here are some things you should know about the Secular Humanist Worldview.

a. vies for total control of ____________

b. also making inroads in many _________ colleges

c. __________ ________ ( 1750, Christian influence)

d. ________ ______ (1842, Unitarian influence)

e. ______ ______ (1933, Humanist influence)

f. Humanist ____________ (1933, 1973, 2000)

g. Turner, Sagan, Dewey, Maslow, etc. - ____________ of the Year.

16. Here are some things you should know about the Cosmic Humanist Worldview.

a. also known as the ____ ____ movement

b. truth resides within each ____________ (no one has a corner on _______)

c. whatever you decide is right for ____ is what’s right, as long as you don’t get ________-minded and _________ about it

d. ______________, __________, ___________

e. spiritualized ________ __________.

17. The significance of each discipline is seen as God manifests Himself in the form of Christ:

a. in theology, Christ is the “__________ of the Godhead”, Col. 2:9

b. in philosophy, Christ is the ______ of God, John 1:1

c. in ethics, Christ is the “true ______”, John 1:9; 3:19-20

d. in biology, Christ is “the _____”, John 1:4; 11:25; Col. 1:16

e. in psychology, Christ is “________”, Luke 1:46-47

f. in sociology, Christ is “_____”, Luke 1:30-31; Is. 9:6

g. in law, Christ is _________, Gen. 49:10; Is. 9:7

h. in politics, Christ is “_____ of ______ and _____ of ______”, Rev. 19:16; 1 Tim. 6:15; Is. 9:6; Luke 1:33

i. in economics, Christ is _______ of all things, Ps. 24:1; 50:10-12; 1 Cor. 10:26

j. in history, Christ is the _______ and _______, Rev. 1:8.

2 Cor. 10:5 “Take captive every thought and make it obedient to Christ.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer “There are not two realities, but only one reality, and that is the reality of God, which has become manifest in Christ in the reality of the world.”

Some Good Reference Sources:

a. The Holy Bible

b. How Now Shall We Live, Charles Colson

c. The Mind Siege, Tim LaHaye and David Noebel

d. Understanding the Times, David Noebel

e. Kingdoms in Conflict, Charles Colson

f. The Battle For Truth, David Noebel

g. Think Biblically, John MacArthur.
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