Does Your “Truth” Match Reality?





What is Truth?


We all have some idea of what is true and what is not true


But how do we decide what is true? What is truth?


Is truth only that which our five senses of sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste can experience?


Is our “truth” based on feelings, e.g. feeling the elephant?


Or is our “truth” based on facts?  Does it match reality?


In answering Thomas’ question about the Lord in John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.  If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.’”


This is a very exclusive statement – but truth IS exclusive!


Pontius Pilate asked Jesus the question – “What is Truth?”


John 18:37-38, “Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are you a king then?’  Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king.  For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.’  Pilate said to Him, ‘What is truth?’  And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, ‘I find no fault in Him at all.’”


Pilate did not think his question had an answer


But Jesus was clear that “everyone who is of the truth hears My voice”


The Apostle John made it clear that Jesus was the Truth and there is no sin in Him


Do you know how to answer Pilate’s question “What is Truth?”


How do we determine what is true?


Feelings don’t tell us what is true; facts do


What does it mean for a statement to be true?


There are three different views on what truth is:


Correspondence/Traditional view


Relativism/Postmodern view


Practical/Useful view


Correspondence/Traditional view


Any statement is true if and only if it corresponds to or agrees with factual reality


Prepositional or declarative statements are subject to verification and falsification


A statement can be proven false if it can be shown to disagree with objective reality


Truth is not a matter of subjective opinion, or majority vote, or cultural fashion


Truth is objective and knowable


Photographs from outer space showing the earth as a blue sphere falsified the opinion of many that the earth was flat


Three laws of truth logic:


1) Bivalence, 2) Excluded Middle, 3) Non-Contradiction


Law of bivalence – any unambiguous, declarative statement must be either true or false


It can’t be neither true nor false; nor can it be both true and false


Law of excluded middle – affirms that “either A or non-A”


There is either X in my room or there is not


Law of non-contradiction – “A cannot be non-A in the same way and in the same respect”


Both contradictory statements cannot be true


It can’t be true that there both is and is not X in my room


We live by the “law of non-contradiction”


For example, if I say “ xxxx ” and my wife says “ yyy “, one of us is wrong – we can’t both be telling the truth


Christians historically (traditionally) have affirmed the correspondence view of truth


For example, there are good historical reasons to believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead in space-time history, showing His divine authority:


Rom. 1:4, “and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”


1 Cor. 15:1-11, “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, … .“  Factual evidence of Christ’s Resurrection, as provided by Paul


1 Cor. 15:14, “And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.”


This view supports the concept of “absolute truth”


This view is logically self-consistent and supportable


Relativism/Postmodern view


Statements about scientific facts, religious realities, or moral principles cannot be known to refer to objective states of affairs


Language is contingently constructed through communities


Language cannot transcend its own context and refer to realities outside itself


All language fails to describe objective conditions because of its embeddedness in various cultures


The relativism view states that the truth of a statement depends on the views of persons or cultures, not on whether statements correspond to objective reality


For a statement to be true just means that a person or culture believes it to be true


“Well, if that’s true for you …”


“We can’t judge other cultures …”


Accordingly, one can say “Jesus is Lord” and another “Allah is Lord”, and both statements will be true - NOT


This is illogical and fails the law of non-contradiction


The statements are mutually exclusive


Christians believe that Jesus is “God made flesh,” John 1:14


Muslims deny that Allah can or did incarnate


The two statements cannot both be objectively true


When truth is deemed to depend on a person or culture holding the belief, anything can become “true”, which is absurd


Relativism offers no means of verifying or falsifying any belief


Relativism does not support the concept of “absolute truth”


This view is self-refuting and logically unsupportable


Relativism is false – it does not correspond to reality


This attitude/view cannot be applied to medicine or science – deemed ridiculous


Practical/Useful view


This view hold that a belief is true only if it works for a particular person


Christianity may be “true for me” if it helps me, but false for another person if it does not help him


This view confuses usefulness with truth


e.g. “mismanaging money” <-> “misplacing money” (belief) <-> “stolen money” (reality) ( results in diligent management of his money


The “truth value” of a belief is different that its “use value”


Does not support the concept of “absolute truth”


This view is self-refuting and logically unsupportable


What is Truth? Truth is that which corresponds to reality


The Bible claims to be true and the Word of God


We will see how God’s Word corresponds to reality in various areas


1 Pet. 3:15, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”


As believers we need to be ready to give an answer to questions about our faith


We need to be able to explain what we believe and why we believe this


We need to answer those who ask for an explanation


First let’s answer those who ask us the question “Is the Bible True?”


Is The Bible True?


Some people say the Bible is full of errors or contradictions


For most this is just an excuse for not believing


Few who claim these errors have read the Bible and analyzed any of these alleged errors


Alleged errors in the Bible fall into three categories:


Law of non-contradiction


Mistranslations


So-called scientific errors


Law of Non-Contradiction


Bible was written by 40 people over 1500 years


Bible has one author – God


God is perfect, holy, and true


There are no real contradictions in His Word, no matter what it seems at first


Many supposed contradictions result by placing two passages in false opposition to each other, e.g.


Eccl. 7:29, “God made man upright.”  Talking about Adam and Eve, who God originally created upright


Ps. 51:5, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity.”  Here King David is speaking of his personal situation, as a fallen descendant of Adam


There is no contradiction here


Mistranslation


Translation of the books of the Bible is a real challenge


We have many translations – KJV, NKJV, AS, NAS, NIV, etc.


Most translation problems have simple explanations


You should always look at the original Hebrew and Greek words used, e.g. from NKJV,


Lev. 11:13,19, “And these you shall regard as an abomination among the birds; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, the vulture, the buzzard, … and the bat.”


Bats are not birds (a questionable word)


The KJV uses the word “fowls” instead of “birds”


The KJV used the word “fowls” in Lev. 11:20 to describe “insects”


The Hebrew word used is “owph,” which can mean anything that “has a wing,” i.e. a winged creature


The Hebrew word “owph” includes birds, flying insects, and bats


Going back to the Hebrew word explains the supposed translation problem


Scientific Errors


We should note that authors used the language of their day


For example, we talk about the sun rising in the morning, and setting in the evening, but the sun does not “rise” and “set”, the earth actually rotates


Our description of the sun rising is not “scientifically correct”


In Lev. 11:20-22, Moses writes “All flying insects that creep on all fours shall be an abomination to you.  Yet these you may eat of every flying insect that creeps on all fours: those which have jointed legs above their feet with which to leap on the earth.  These you may eat: the locust after its kind, the destroying locust after its kind, the cricket after its kind, and the grasshopper after its kind.”


We know insects have “six legs”


We use the phrase “on all fours” to refer to the action of a creature walking around, not as a count of the creature’s feet


The insects mentioned here have four legs with which to “creep,” and another two legs with which to “leap” – six legs in total


The author (Moses, educated in Pharaoh’s court) had good reason for his choice of words


Other apparent errors in the Bible can similarly be resolved


There is a logical explanation for alleged errors in the Bible


Now let’s see if the truth in the Bible matches reality


Does The Truth in the Bible Match Reality?


Does what the Bible says (The Truth) match (correspond to) reality?


Does what you believe (your truth) match reality?


When you apply the same tests described below to “your truth,” does it match reality?


Jesus’ Credibility – Is He God?  [.DOC]


We cannot know whether God exists or what He is like – unless He takes the initiative and He reveals Himself


Jesus was born in Bethlehem 2000 years ago – God Incarnate (in the flesh)


Jesus claimed to be God


There are only four possibilities – He was a liar, a lunatic, a legend, or the Truth


Which one was He?


Jesus’ credentials verify that He is who He said He is


Prophecies Come True – Messianic + Others  [.PPT]


The Old Testament has more than 300 prophecies about the Messiah


Most of these prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s First Coming (birth)


Some of these are yet to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s Second Coming


The Bible has many predictions about kings, nations, and cities


Many of these have already been fulfilled


The Bible has many predictions about the Jewish people, the Israelites


Some of these have already been fulfilled


What is the probability that these prophecies came to pass?


The reliability of the Bible is confirmed by the accuracy of its prophecies


Christ Rose From the Grave – What is the Evidence?  [.DOC]


The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation stone of the Christian faith


It was prophesied in the OT that the Messiah would be raised from the dead


Ps. 16:10-11, “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.  You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”


It was prophesied by Christ Himself in Matt. 12:39-40, “… And no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”


Paul emphasizes the importance of the Resurrection in 1 Cor. 15:14, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”


More than 500 witnesses to Jesus’ bodily Resurrection


Does Archaeology Verify The Bible?  [.PPT]


The Bible provides the details of historical events, and ties them to people, nations, places and the geography relevant to those events


If these events, people, nations, places, and geography were true, we should be able to verify them through archaeology


We look at the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Ebla Tablets, and other archaeological dig results to see that they verify the biblical events, people, places and geography


Archaeology has verified the accuracy of the biblical record


Archaeologists now in fact use the Bible to plan archaeological digs


Is The Bible God’s Word?  [.DOC]


How do we know the Bible in its totality is God speaking?


Heb. 1:1-2, “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds.”


Bible is comprised of 66 books written by 40 different authors over a period of 1500+ years


Yet the Bible tells one cohesive story that reveals our Creator’s love and plan for a relationship with each of us


The Bible makes many claims of supernatural origin


Jesus affirmed the Old Testament


Prophecies were fulfilled


Is The Bible Reliable Scientifically?  [.PPT]


The Bible is not a book of science, but the Bible does make scientific statements


Are these scientific statements accurate?


We trust the Bible for spiritual truth


Do we trust it for truth in other areas?


Historical events recorded in the Bible have been corroborated by historians


Biblical references to astronomy, geophysics, geology, hydrology, meteorology, biology, physics – shown to be amazingly accurate, and in fact, in some cases, anticipate scientific insights discovered by scientists in the last few hundred years
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